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SUBJECT: OFFICIAL DUTY CASE: VERPLAETSE 
REF: MANILA 8371, DTG R 010724Z JUN 77 

1 . ON JUNE 3, 1977 EMBASSY RECEIVED DIPLOMATIC NOTE NO. 

1707-77 FROM THE DFA WHICH READS AS FOLLOWS: 

QUOTE: THE DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS PRESENTS ITS 
COMPLIMENTS TO THE EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 MANILA 08620 030940Z 

AND HAS THE HONOR TO REFER TO THE CASE OF COMMANDER RONALD 
VERPLAETSE, U.S. NAVY EXCHANGE OFFICER AT THE SUBIC NAVAL 
BASE, AGAINST WHOM CRIMINAL AND CIVIL CASES HAVE BEEN FILED 
IN THE COURT OF FIRST INSTANCE AND CITY COURT OF OLONGAPO 
CITY. 

THE DEPARTMENT HAS BEEN ADVISED BY MR. RUBEN O. 
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DE CAMPO, PRESIDENT OF THE FEDERATION OF FILIPINO EMPLOYEES 
ASSOCIATION IN THE U.S. BASES, THAT COMMANDER VERPLAETSE IS 
REPORTEDLY DEPARTING FROM THE PHILIPPINES. IN VIEW OF THE 
PENDING CASES AGAINST HIM, AND ALSO OF THE PROTEST OF THE 
DEPARTMENT TO THE EMBASSY REGARDING THE ISSUANCE OF DUTY 
CERTIFICATE IN HIS FAVOR BY THE BASE COMMANDER AT SUBIC IN 
CONNECTION WITH THE ILLEGAL SEARCH ON THE PERSON OF SOME 
FILIPINO WOMEN EMPLOYEES OF THE BASE, WHICH WILL BE ONE OF 
THE SUBJECTS OF THE HIGHER-LEVEL TALKS BEING PROPOSED BY 
THE EMBASSY BETWEEN PHILIPPINE AND AMERICAN AUTHORITIES, IT 
IS HEREBY STRONGLY URGED UPON THE U.S. AUTHORITIES TO PREVENT 
HIS DEPARTURE UNTIL THE CASE AGAINST HIM SHALL HAVE BEEN 
SATISFACTORILY SETTLED. 

THE DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AVAILS. ..END QUOTE 

2. UNLESS OTHERWISE DIRECTED, EMBASSY PLANS TO RESPOND 
NEXT WEEK WITH THE FOLLOWING: 

QUOTE.. .USUAL COMPLIMENTARY OPENING.. .HAS THE HONOR TO 
REFER TO THE DEPARTMENT'S NOTE NO. 1707-77, DATED JUNE 3, 

1977, CONCERNING THE CRIMINAL AND CIVIL CHARGES FILED AGAINST 
COMMANDER RONALD A. VERPLAETSE, USN. 

THE EMBASSY WISHES TO ADVISE THE DEPARTMENT THAT THERE 
ARE NO PROVISIONS IN THE MILITARY BASES AGREEMENT OF 
1947, AS AMENDED, THAT OBLIGATES THE UNITED STATES GOVERN- 
MENT TO PREVENT THE TRANSFER OF COMMANDER VERPLAETSE IN A 
SITUATION IN WHICH A CIVIL ACTION HAS BEEN FILED NOR DOES 
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THE UNITED STATES MILITARY HAVE AUTHORITY TO RESTRICT THE 
TRAVEL OF A UNITED STATES MILITARY SERVICEMAN UNDER SUCH 
CIRCUMSTANCES. AS THE DEPARTMENT IS AWARE, IT IS NOT UNUSUAL 
FOR CIVIL CASES TO TAKE AN EXTENSIVE PERIOD TO RESOLVE 
AND IF APPEALS ARE FILED BY EITHER PARTY SUCH CASES MAY 
REQUIRE YEARS TO BE FINALIZED. UNDER SUCH CIRCUMSTANCES 
IT IS NOT REASONABLE OR FEASIBLE TO RESTRICT THE MOVEMENTS 
OF COMMANDER VERPLAETSE PENDING FINAL RESOLUTION OF THE 
CIVIL CASES FILED AGAINST HIM. 

THE POSITION OF THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT CONCERNING 
THE CRIMINAL CHARGES FILED AGAINST COMMANDER VERPLAETSE WAS 
CONVEYED TO THE DEPARTMENT IN THE EMBASSY'S NOTE NO. 316, 
DATED JUNE 1, 1977. 

THE EMBASSY AVAILS ITSELF.. .END QUOTE 

3. COMMENT: TIMES JOURNAL JUNE 2 CARRIED FRONT-PAGE REPORT 
THAT DE OCAMPO HAD SENT TELEGRAMS TO SECRETARIES ROMULO 
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AND ABAD SANTOS NOTING HE HAD INFORMATION THAT VERPLAETSE 
WOULD BE REASSIGNED THIS MONTH AND ASKING GOP TO FORESTALL 
HIS DEPARTURE. EVENING POST JUNE 3 RAN BANNER HEADLINE QUOTE 
INDECENT SEARCH CASE - DON'T LET USN MAN LEAVE UNQUOTE 
WITH STORY THAT ACTING JUSTICE SECRETARY MACARAIG HAD 
SENT LETTER SAME DAY TO FOREIGN SECRETARY ROMULO ASKING 
DFA TO TAKE APPROPRIATE ACTION TO PREVENT VERPLAETSE'S 
REPORTED DEPARTURE. 

STULL 
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